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MISSISSIPPI RIVER & TRIBUTARIES-MORGANZA, LOUISIANA TO THE GULF OF 
MEXICO HURRICANE PROTECTION – HOUMA NAVIGATION CANAL (HNC) LOCK 
COMPLEX AND ASSOCIATED STRUCTURES ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT SCOPING DOCUMENT 

 
Introduction 
 
 The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 established a nationwide policy requiring an 
environmental analysis of impacts as a result of proposed major Federal actions affecting the environment.  A 
Notice of Intent to prepare a draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Mississippi River & 
Tributaries-Morganza, Louisiana to the Gulf Of Gulf Of Mexico Hurricane Protection Houma Navigation Canal 
(HNC) Lock Complex and Associated Structures was published in the Federal Register (Volume 70, Number 
170) on September 2, 2005 (http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html). 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) New Orleans District (MVN), and the local sponsors, the 
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development and Terrebonne Levees and Conservation District 
are working together to prepare the draft EIS. 
 
Scoping Process 
 
 The scoping process is designed to provide an early and open means of determining the scope of issues 
(problems, needs, and opportunities) to be identified and addressed in the draft EIS.  Scoping is the process used 
to:  a) identify the affected public and agency concerns; b) facilitate an efficient draft EIS preparation process; 
c) define the issues and alternatives that will be examined in detail in the draft EIS; and d) save time in the 
overall process by helping to ensure that the draft statement adequately address relevant issues.  Scoping is a 
process, not an event, or a meeting; it continues throughout the draft EIS process and may involve meetings, 
telephone conversations, and/or written comments.  Scoping is a critical component of the overall public 
involvement program.  An intensive public involvement program will be initiated and maintained throughout 
the study to solicit input from affected Federal, state, and local agencies, Indian tribes, and interested private 
organizations and individuals.  This scoping report represents and summarizes the scoping comments expressed 
at the public scoping meetings, as well as written comments received during the comment period ending 
December 16, 2005.  Scoping meeting public notices was mailed to interested parties in October 2005.  The 
public notice provided two questions as a means of focusing the public’s comments and concerns related to the 
proposed project: 
 
1.  What are the most important issues, resources, and impacts that we should consider in the EIS?   
 
2.  Are there any other alternatives or modifications to existing alternatives that we should consider in the EIS? 
 
A public scoping meeting regarding the study was held at the Houma Municipal Auditorium 
Houma, Louisiana, Terrebonne Parish on November 16, 2005. 
 
 All scoping meeting participants who requested to be on study mailing list, as well as those people who 
provided written comments, will be included on the study mailing list and will receive copies of this scoping 
report.   
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Study Authority 
 
 A reconnaissance study was authorized by a resolution adopted April 30, 1992, by the Committee of 
Public Works and Transportation of the U.S. House of Representatives.  The Energy and Water Development 
Appropriation Act of 1995 (PL 103-316) authorized the Morganza to the Gulf Of Mexico Hurricane Protection 
(MtoG) feasibility study.  It directed the USACE to give particular attention to the interrelationships of the 
various ongoing studies in the area, and consider improvements for the HNC.  The Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) of 1996 authorized the USACE to conduct an independent study of a lock to be 
located in the HNC.  That study was completed in 1997.  In 1998, Congress authorized the USACE to initiate 
detailed design of the multipurpose lock in the HNC. 
 
Purpose and Need 
 
 The purpose of the proposed action is to reduce flood damages from tropical storm and hurricane 
induced tidal flooding along Bayou du Large, Bayou Grand Caillou, Bayou Petit Caillou, Bayou Terrebonne, 
Bayou St. Jean Charles, Bayou Pointe aux Chenes and the Gulf Intracoastal Water Way.  The primary objective 
of this plan is to reduce flood damages in all the areas predicted to be impacted by storms up to the 100-year 
recurrent frequency storm event, as depicted on Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) maps.  The 
secondary objective of this plan is the reduction of coastal wetlands loss and preservation of the fragile 
ecosystem from damaging tidal surges resulting from tropical storms and hurricanes.  
  
Alternatives 
 
 Alternatives recommended for consideration presently include the construction of the HNC lock 
complex and associated structures as described in the MtoG programmatic FEIS.  Additionally, various levee 
alignments, as well as structure locations, depth, and sizes will be investigated.  The alternatives listed above 
are tentative and may change depending on public input and engineering studies.  Several sites have initially 
been identified to be used to obtain borrow material for levee construction.  MVN would use the material from 
any excavation for beneficial use to create or restore wetlands, to the extent practicable. 
 
Comments 
 
 Approximately 31 people attended the meeting with 18 people providing oral comments that night.  
Eight written comments were received during a 30-day comment period.  The transcripts of the comments 
received at the meeting and copies of written comments follow.  Scoping comments (Table 1) were 
consolidated and sorted into categories in order to more efficiently address issues of concern about the scope of 
the proposed project and the evaluation of impacts in the draft EIS.  Table 1 also provides the sections where 
the comments may be discussed in the draft EIS. 
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Transcript of the Scoping meeting held November 16, 2005 
 
Speaker 1:  George Bourg. 
Thank you for allowing me to speak.  I have answered in past how much boat traffic in Dulac has answered. 
Tugboats and shrimp boats travel at 7 to 9 mph, while hurricanes travel at 15 mph., which means Hurricanes, 
can catch the boats. From your plan will try to save themselves by coming up Bayou Grand Calliou (BGC) in 
the face of the storm and your floodgate once 6 inches over normal it will be shut and will lock out those boats. 
Those of us will have to go back out to the Gulf to get back into the channel because you failed to provide an 
alternate route for BGC to get into the lock.  Two set of floodgates that are redundant if you would put an 
alternate channel from BGC through what is called loch of Felix, which is mostly school board property. BGC 
would not need a set floodgate but just a levee, which would cost less, and the boats would be routed below the 
set of locks and would not be trapped. And there is a lot of commerce that travel BGC because part of the year 
BGC is deeper then channel, So deep draft boats often go through the western route. There is a lot of commerce 
in the area too. So the in my opinion is a mistake. Now If you were saving money by not building two sets of 
floodgates, which aren’t necessary you could build a set of locks big enough for your customers in Houma.  110 
by 800 is all ready to small.  The people down at Gulf Island need 210 ft wide X 1,010 ft long.  That what they 
need now today so what is the benefit in putting in a set of already to small?  Now since you are talking about 
two earthen levee and two gates why is it you can’t but them not 2,010 ft apart instead of 810 feet apart?  I don’t 
understand these sets of lock being concert caisson like most locks are.  This set of locks Only going to be two 
flood gate why not further apart To accommodate larger traffic which all ready have on the channel. 
 
Speaker 2:  Ronnie Paille, USFWS 
(written copy given in) 
November 16, 2005 
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Speaker 3:  Ed Watson 
Good evening, I am the Direct of Terrebonne port commission here in Houma.  I appreciate the opportunity 
speak here before you to not only as the port director and as a citizens of Houma the need for Hurricane 
protection in Terrebonne. Think there Couple of things I would like to point.   Rapid flow of fresh water 
through the HNC – be controlled by these locks and floodgates. Creates some very very beneficial 
environmental benefits.  I think these Environmental benefits will equal the environmental liabilities would.  
That being the case I certainly would hope you would look at a self-mitigating project for the lock and 
floodgate.  There are so many things that we can look at with these features of MtoG. The lock and Flood Gate 
need to get start.  I think it will contain the flow of water that we talk about coming up the very salt water that is 
destroying marsh.  I think the Lock is most important thing we can do.  Nothing else can be done.  With out the 
lock in place, there is no other body of water carries that much volume of trouble to this area.  I would to 
encourage you get the EIS to get it completed as soon as possible.  Thanks again. 
 
Speaker 4:  Leland Robichaux 
Good evening and tank you for put on this public meeting.  South central Industrial Ass (SCIA) represents 200 
member firms in Terrebonne, Lafourche, and St. Mary Parish and representing approximate 32,000 employees.  
The MtoG project which will provide hurricane protection for the residence, business, and holiday homeowners 
of Terrebonne and Lafourche parish. The proposed lock complex of the HNC is an integral part of MtoG system 
for Terrebonne Parish.  Environmental benefits of the lock complex includes management of saltwater intrusion 
and possible use as Freshwater diversion structure, as indicated by Coast 2050, LCA, and by MtoG HET.  The 
lock complex on HNC would have positive systematic affect in Terrebonne and Lafourche parish.  TLCD, 
DOTD, Terrebonne parish resident (passed tax) support anyway can to get this done.  Dishearten that WRDA 
may not take place this year.  Thought it would be passed by December.  We continue to push it.  SCIA and 
Board members support the MtoG project.  (Handed in resolution form SCIA) 
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Speaker 5:  Leslie Suazo, Terrebonne Parish Government 
I am the Director of coastal restoration and preservation for Terrebonne parish.  I here this evening on behalf of 
our parish president Donald Schwab who could not be here this evening.  I have some prepared comments from 
President Schwab.  There is parish Council meeting this evening, which requires his presents as well as other 
council members.  Attached is the letter that was read.  
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Speaker 6:  Jerome Z.  TLCD 
I am the executive director of TLCD.  I would like to make a few comments in addition to the written comments 
that I will submit.  Obviously, we are in desperate need of Hurricane protection.  That was demonstrated in the 
recent event that storm 200 miles flood in an excess of 10,000 home causing significant amount of damage. Had 
those storms, either Rita or Katrina hit 30 miles either way more then likely our landscape would look like very 
similar to Plaquemines and St. Bernard.  We are encouraging Congress to please authorize this project, and to 
move forward so we can implement all these features to provide hurricane protection that is desperately needed.  
We have been for so long, it been long wait. That being said regarding the lock it important in addition to the 
obvious flood control features when you consider the environmental features alone the lock is justified in terms 
of its construction and its need. As it mention it would provide environmental benefits to the region.  When I 
say region I it not just Terrebonne parish would also provide benefits to La Farouche parish as well.  Also the 
drinking water benefits, it provides opportunity to reduce the need to upgrade drinking water system for 
Terrebonne parish as well as navigation benefits safe harbor that the lock would provide.  So in behalf of TLCD 
we asked that you please expedite the study and receive Authorization for the MtoG project. As was mention, 
the council is having a meeting and Council member Clayton Voisin could not be here so asked me to read a 
statement in his behalf.  Attached is the letter that was read.   
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Speaker 7:  Cyrus Theriot 
President of the Harry Borg Corporation.  Before consideration of building the lock in HNC, there is an active 
faulting and land subsidence on marsh to the north and NW of alignment of MtoG. It reaches F1, F2, and E1. I 
would have the corps reconsider the lower alternate levee alignment that was submitted prior to this meeting.  
Rock the HNC, bank stabilization all the way to the gulf, to avoid further loss of adjacent marsh. 
 
Speaker 6:  Reggie Borg. 
Area between Cocodrie and Dulac – when water comes up HNC, this area floods.  Scrap the whole project, and 
do something immediately.  Use flood barges to be sunk in a storm to stop the storm surge for short-term 
solution.  Would the floodgates and fresh water diversion actually protect the marsh? A lot of money would be 
spent on something that is not proven.  Corp is responsible or partially responsible for what happened in New 
Orleans.  Would the HNC become the next Industrial canal, and repeat the flooding potential as in New 
Orleans?  What will keep that from happening?  Proposes a barrier, any structure further out. From Isle Jean 
Charles to east bayou Lafourche Isle Jean Charles west to Cocodrie ASAP.  Anything rock, ships barges 
anything that could put some kind of restriction there. Then some kind of floodwall in bayou Dulac.  We elevate 
LA 57 from Cocodrie 8 to 10 feet whichever feasible, near term possible. Then all the way to Dularge following 
the canal the barges would be set all long Dulac pontoon bridge.  At the same time, elevate the already existing 
forced drainage system.  What can we do to protect ourselves in the next couple of years? 
 
Speaker 7:  Simone Theriot Maloz 
I am the executive of restore or retreat.  Restore or retreat is a non-profit coastal advocate group. That was 
formed by concerned stakeholders for the long term and large-scale restoration of Bariteria and Terrebonne 
basin. Although we key inters in the third delta connivance channel.  We are here to show our support in this as 
well. A couple of weeks ago we met with the secretary of DNR and he suggest after Katrina and Rita that we 
may change our name to protect or retreat.  The important think in both restore or retreat and protect or retreat is 
the fact that is or retreat. We were stared 5 years ago by concerned stakeholders from Terrebonne and 
Lafourche and our primary goal long-term large-scale restoration.  With the proposed HNC lock complex would 
provide do all the things restoration project need to do.  It needs to control fresh water, and it needs block salt, it 
also needs to provide economic avenue as well as provide vital protect.  We believe this it does all this so 
because of that we are prepared to show our support.  As always restoration has been wait around for a long 
time not only for things like this, the third delta, Coast 2050, LCA.  There is not great time or need then now. It 
is very import that we stick to efficient and effective timelines, and we strictly adhere to those. The time is now. 
We must speed this up. We have to think out of the box.  Some thing must be done or we will be forced to 
retreat. 
 
Speaker 8:  Roy Francis, Gulf Island Inc. 
I am here representing Gulf Island fabricators. GIF is oil platform construction company.  We employee about 
1,100 individuals. About 100 of our employees were impacted by Rita. Our HQ was flooded with about 10 
inches of water. HNC Lock is critical to the economic of this region if it is built and sized that will 
accommodate the industry.  Please expedite the EIS.  Environmental benefits are self-mitigating.  HNC is our 
access to the Gulf of Mexico.  Most of the company here are Oil and Gas related company. We fabricate very 
large structures that go all over the world.  A lot of our competition is overseas company. We definitely need a 
structure that has a floodgate that is 200 foot wide with 25-foot wing walls.  It is critical for us so we can barge 
our structures that are built here. When you look at Terrebonne parish, a lot of other areas of state have better 
means of evacuation even New Orleans or Lafayette.  We are one of the metropolitan areas that does not have 
any interstates system.  We have no levee system per say or access to interstate system.   Even more so, flood 
protection is critical here. In behalf GIF I asked that we expedite this.  I thank you. 
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Speaker 9:  Ed Landgraf 
I am here today representing the chamber commerce coastal committee and the Terrebonne Parish CZ mngt on 
that I am the oil industry representative.  I think both committees agree that this project is on one the top 
priorities in our Parish.  We advocate the speedy design and implementation of this project.  Use Energy Bill 
funds to help construct and speed things along.    The energy bill funds is the off shore revenue that will be 
coming to LA.  Both committees also feel that the project is self-sustaining.  Channel FW into marsh area will 
facilitate growth and cut down on coastal land loss. Thus, protect environment and the people who live here 
from storm surge.  I would like to switch gears and talk about the economics of the project and the impact on 
the area. Over 600,000 barrels of crude oil is transported through Terrebonne Parish. Six of the top ten 
taxpayers in Terrebonne Parish are oil and gas companies.  By the lock, keeping the marsh healthy It will help 
protect the oil & gas industry.  That oil & gas infrastructure is a significant player in the tax revenue that is 
generate in the parish and one of the fundamentals of the economy in the parish, state, and nation. As know 
national revenue that is generate by the oil and gas that comes through south Louisiana is 5 to 7 billion dollars.  
So, we really need to protect our infrastructure here.  One way is to protect our marshes, and one way do that is 
to have the HNC Lock structures in place to protect those environments that protect the infrastructure. Three 
words I like to use are Easy as PIE – people, infrastructure, and environment.  I would just like to advocate we 
move forwarded this project in a timely fashion. Not belabor the fact of the recent hurricanes.  This area is vital 
to the energy and security of the nation and having a project like this in place will help protect our economy for 
future generations. Thanks you.   
 
Speaker 10:  Thomas Martinez, Dulac resident 
The lock is too far south.  Much of that area was lost already, Rita & Katrina made it worse. Residents are 
moving up to Houma anyway.  Move further north around Dularge, at the pontoon bridge.  Put a lock in Bayou 
Grand Caillou in that area.  Move levee alignment north. 
 
Speaker 1:  George Bourg. Spoke a 2nd time at the end:   
About 15 years ago the original proposal was to make a floodgate on BGC near the bridge and a 2nd floodgate 
on the channel by Falgout canal.  That was the original proposal. It was a lousy proposal then and a lousy 
proposal now, because you are talking about leaving half a million gallons of diesel outside the levee, 2,000 
jobs outside the levee, and millions of dollars of businesses outside the levee, and that why later the proposal 
was to move it south of Dulac and include Dulac inside the levee.  For that reason it was a very bad idea, as for 
as money coming into Terrebonne parish to leave Dulac outside the levee.  The other thing I like to say is: Mr. 
Francis has said that the floodgate should be 20 foot deep. He should have also said how long and how wide 
GIF would like it to be.  This is what I remember about 15 years ago GIF participated in a project to widen out 
the floating pontoon bridge at Dulac; So GIF could get projects out to the Gulf of Mexico.  So you really need 
to ask them what is the length and width of set of locks they need.  That is the key to how big the locks should 
be. 
 
Speaker 11: Troy O., Dulac resident 
What is the purpose of this meeting? Because, I have been coming to Corps of Engineers meeting for a long 
time.  What do we get from the Corps? All these people come here to give comments and everything else it is 
all in vain.  This is only my own personal feeling, my own personal opinion. Cuz I was born and raised in 
Dulac. I have been going to Corps meeting for a long time.  As long as the Corps has control over it; of 
influence, we will never have anything.  You know what I think we should do.  We should hire the people from 
the Netherlands let them come rebuild our marsh and coastline because them people live below water. They 
must know something. Its our tax that money that keeps paying all this.  So I think we should pay our tax get 
something out of this   I been going to Corps of Engineer meeting for the last 15 or 20 years, long time.  What 
do we got?  All these people come and spend there time and what same thing? Same sing song.  We feel like no 
one hears us. You know what it time it to quit.  
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Speaker 12:  Tim Bollhaltor 
Main reason I am here is to say it is long over do to get a lock on the HNC. It needs to be done.  In another since 
we have to ask Why is the HNC there to start with?  The fact is the Houma being a populated area does not have 
any deep water.  So we need to have HNC to supply deep-water port for the industry. Our industry in Houma is 
little bit different then any regular port such as New Orleans or Lake Charles.  We have in Houma we 
essentially build offshore structures.  Offshore structures are huge and are also planed when they go in and out.  
We actually need have much larger lock then we would at the Panama Canal lock at 110 feet by 400 feet what 
ever it is.  We need some more like 300 feet by quarter of a mile. Now you say that is unrealistic.  The thing is 
we have the engineer here and the industries that are asking for have the engineering also to do a barge type 
lock system.  That could be closed and locked that would only open when we move these structures in and out.  
We do not need a Panama Canal lock, actual small Panama Canal lock use old technology probably more 
expensive then a larger levee system with gates at each end that would only have to be opened when we move 
large structures. That is what we need in the Houma area.  Smaller lock should be in place to handle normal 
traffic, but a larger lock at least 20 feet deep to handle the larger structer from GIF and other fabricators going 
out to the Gulf of Mexico. And, servicing the offshore oil rigs. Again a lot of time they have weeks of planning 
before these things have are moved.  It not like we to make a call to open the locks and they go then they go 
through.  They can actually plan ahead to have the lock open to go on through.  Another thing the channel lock 
should remain closed most of the time. And have North South fresh water flow you can’t allow the salt water to 
come up.  What it does is ruins the water table.  Once the water table goes the vegetation goes and it keeps 
retreating back and back. So my suggest would be to get the industries involved, Mecdurment, GIF, and others 
company along with the ship yards to help them design a sinking barge type system for a large unconventional 
lock.  Build it here locally. Generally, leave the Corps of Engineers out of it.  Just give us the go ahead to do it. 
And go ahead and do it for our own people.  That is all I have 
 
Speaker 13:  Bobby Bartell 
I am with shipyard in Houma and…. etc. And have worked for GIF.  Maybe I can straighten out a few things.  
Gulf Island has been involved in a lot of the meetings, I have been to lot of meetings that have been involved 
with this lock… The way the lock is set up they feel is adequate for their needs, as of now. It started out being a 
1200-foot lock system now it an 800 by 110 but the gate next to it is adequate to take care of what the local 
companies concerns are. As far as I have been told. As far as the industry is concerned, it meets the need.  We 
need the system.  I know this is called and EIS it needs to be an EEIS and Emergency EIS. The MtoG including 
the complete lock complex needs to be built or we will not be here anymore.  Thank you. 
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Comment Letters Received  
During 30-Day Scoping Period 

Listed By Date Received: 
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Table 1: Consolidated comments and location in DEIS that they will be discussed. 
Location in EIS: 
PN – Purpose and Needs Alt – Alternatives AE – Affected Environment EC – Environmental Consequences 
CC – Consultation and Coordination M- Mitigation CI – Cumulative impact 

Location in EIS 
PN Alt AE EC CC M CI Comments 

X X      Safe harbor – Floodgate closed at 6 inches over 
 X  X    Alternate channel through Loch of Felix no floodgate at BGC 
  X     Lot of commerce on BGC deeper then Channel 
 X      Larger Lock 210 feet by 1,010 feet 
X X X    X Wetland loss 
X       Hurricane Protection needed 
 X X X   X Fresh water flow and sediment from Atchafalaya 
  X X    Marsh nursery for fish and wildlife and economic value 
  X X   X Marsh surge reduction 
 X X X  X  Environmental benefits of salinity control make project self mitigating  
X  X X   X Prevent saltwater intrusion on marsh 
X X     X Lock complex integral part of MtoG 
    X  X Fits with Coast 2050, and LCA 
X X      Timely construction 
X      X Impacts of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita on area 
X  X    X 30 mile shift what damage would have been caused by Katrina and Rita 
X X     X Flood control 
       Drinking water benefits 

X      X Impacted by Hurricanes Lili and Rita and tropical storms Bill and 
Isidore 

 X X  X   Active Fault in area. 
 X      Alternate alignment lower down 
 X      Scrap project and allow locals to do now.   
 X      Use barge gates to stop storm surge 
 X X X X  X Flood gates and FW diversion expensive for non proven protection 
      X Corps fault for damage in New Orleans 
      X HNC will be new industrial canal that will cause more flooding 

 X  X    

Barrier from bayou Lafourche through Isle Jean Charles to Cocodrie. 
Use any material available (rocks, ships, barges, etc.) Floodwall in 
bayou Dulac, elevate LA 57.  Barge set in canal at Dulac Pontoon 
bridge, elevate existing force drainage system.  With out Corps 
involvement 

X      X Get project on the ground before we have to retreat. 

X  X X   X 
HNC lock is critical to economies of the region.  Must be size to 
accommodate the industry – Floodgate 200 feet wide w/ 25-foot wing 
walls. 

X   X    No interstate evacuation route.  Need Hurricane protection. 
X   X    Lock complex top priority for Parish. 
X   X    Protect environment and people together.  
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Table 1: Consolidated comments and location in DEIS that they will be discussed. 
Location in EIS: 
PN – Purpose and Needs Alt – Alternatives AE – Affected Environment EC – Environmental Consequences 
CC – Consultation and Coordination M- Mitigation CI – Cumulative impact 

Location in EIS 
PN Alt AE EC CC M CI Comments 

  X X   X 

Over 600,000 barrels of crude oil is transported through Terrebonne 
Parish. Six of the top ten taxpayers in Terrebonne Parish are oil and gas 
companies. The fundamentals of the economy in the parish, state, and 
nation. National revenue that is generated by the oil and gas that comes 
through south Louisiana is 5 to 7 billion dollars.   

 X X X    Move lock north around Dularge at Pontoon Bridge.  Put a lock in 
Bayou Grand Caillou.  

  X X    Present lock location protects half a million gallons of diesel, 2,000 
jobs, and millions of dollars of business.  

X X      Hire Netherlands to rebuild our marsh and coastline 
X      X Getting nothing from the Corps.  No one hears us.  
 X  X    Lock need to be 300 feet by quarter of mile. 
 X  X    Two locks one for large structures one for normal traffic. 
  X X   X Salt water ruins water table 
 X  X    Sinking barge type system. 
 X      Lock with floodgate next to as planned is adequate.  

 X  X   X 
Multi-purpose operation of HNC lock complex to improve seasonal 
distribution of Atchafalaya River fresh water. HET involvement in 
operation Plan.  

  X X    Flows of FW at Falgout canal, Bayou Dulac, Bayou Grand Caillou and 
GIWW. 

 X X X  X X Designed to increase beneficial FW flows 

    X   Coordinate with LCA on convey of Atchafalaya River water to 
Northern Terrebonne Marsh project 

    X   Coordinate with CWPPRA on North Lake Boudreaux Basing FW 
introduction project. 

    X   

HNC Lock complex should be consistent with long-term management 
and restoration strategies in the 1993 Louisiana Costal Wetlands 
Restoration Plan, Coast 250 Plan and the keystone strategies for the 
LCA critical near-term Plan. Required by Section 303(d)(1) of 
CWPPRA. 

  X X X  X 
Threatened and Endangered Species. Louisiana black bear, Wet Indian 
manatee, bald eagle, brown pelican, piping plover, pallid sturgeon, and 
5 sea turtle species.   

  X X   X Hydrological isolated wetlands 

  X X X  X 

EFH – white and brown shrimp, red drum, Spanish mackerel, bluefish, 
cobia, bonnethead shark, sharpnose shark, little tunny.  Specific 
categories of EFH estuarine wetlands, water column, submerged aquatic 
vegetation, mud, sand and shell substrate inshore and Marine water 
column, non-vegetated bottoms, and continental shelf features offshore. 

   X X   Commercial fishery landing $42.3 million dockside form Port of Dulac-
Chauvin, 
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Table 1: Consolidated comments and location in DEIS that they will be discussed. 
Location in EIS: 
PN – Purpose and Needs Alt – Alternatives AE – Affected Environment EC – Environmental Consequences 
CC – Consultation and Coordination M- Mitigation CI – Cumulative impact 

Location in EIS 
PN Alt AE EC CC M CI Comments 

  X X   X 
System wide and area-specific Hydraulics model to determine 
timeliness of drainage, depth, duration and spatial extent of flooding, 
water salinity in channel and interior wetlands.   

  X X    Quantify existing and future flows in project area with and without 
project. 

 X X X   X Locate lock in existing channel to avoid construction of bypass channel 
 X X X    Increase cross-sectional area of BGC floodgate. 

 X X X  X X 
Rock armoring should include fish dips ~every 1,000 feet or at existing 
marsh openings. That are 20 feet wide to pre-project water dept or –2.0 
feet NAVD88 

 X X X  X  HNC lock access road.  Site specific drainage and fishery access.  
Culverts under existing parking lot. 

 X    X  Dredged material should be used beneficially to create marsh.  Settled 
elevation equal to adjacent healthy marsh. 

 X X X  X X Sediment dredged from lock bypass channel be used to construct the F1 
levee reach instead of exterior borrow channel.     

 X X X  X X Borrow relocated from flood side to existing disposal area on protected 
side of BGC for Reach F1 

X X X X X X X USACE needs to initiate a regional sand management plan for coastal 
Louisiana.  

  X X  X X Induced development on enclosed wetlands. 
 X    X X Monitoring projects direct and indirect impacts.   
 X X X X X  Mitigation should be coordinated with HET and fully discussed in DEIS 

 X X X  X X 
Mitigation plan should consider including marsh creation on the 
floodside of the levees and could provide some erosion protection to the 
levee.   

 X X X  X  Creation of mitigation in area C13 should be done as previously 
identified in PEIS.   

X X   X X  Reconsider cost sharing to ensure dedication of Federal funds for all 
monitoring activities and the mitigation of adverse impacts.   

 X   X  X Commitments made in PEIS by USACE should be honored.   
X X     X Corps Environmental Operating Principles.  

X X X X X X X Improve structural hurricane protection must not undercut efforts to 
protect and restore coastal wetlands. 

 X X X  X  
Selecting a preferred alternative for the HNC lock complex without the 
benefits of a system-wide model would be premature and could lead to 
unintended adverse impacts. 

  X X X   Academic review of system-wide model 

 X X X  X X 

Direct and indirect wetland impacts should be avoided and minimized 
by selecting levee alignments that have the least footprints in wetlands, 
minimizing the amount of enclosed wetlands, and sizing the lock and 
structures to allow for sufficient flow, now and in the future.  
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Table 1: Consolidated comments and location in DEIS that they will be discussed. 
Location in EIS: 
PN – Purpose and Needs Alt – Alternatives AE – Affected Environment EC – Environmental Consequences 
CC – Consultation and Coordination M- Mitigation CI – Cumulative impact 

Location in EIS 
PN Alt AE EC CC M CI Comments 

 X X X  X X Identify environmentally acceptable borrow sources 
X X     X Category 5 

 X X X    
North of Falgoud canal and six miles south has large amount of 
subsidence caused by fault activation due to oil, gas, and water 
production from the area. See map. 

 X     X Impacts from protection systems in the past have caused loss of 
wetlands and loss of access by estuarine dependent species.  

  X X   X The five-year average annual commercial dockside landings value for 
Terrebonne parish is $9,498,621.   

  X X   X Social and economic impacts, positive and negative, to coastal 
communities. 

 X      All structures, borrow locations, disposal areas, mitigation areas, as well 
as individual specific features and maps need to be included in the DEIS 

 X X X  X  BGC structure must be designed to maintain adequate flows. 

  X X  X X Dredging of BGC may accelerate marsh erosion and impact the salinity 
regime and turbidity in the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation.   

  X X  X X 
Seasonal movement and presence of estuarine dependent fish and 
shellfish can be used in management decision regarding timing of the 
lock and BGC structure.   

  X X  X  
Monitoring plan should include water quality, vegetative and fisheries 
composition.  With station above and below the lock. Reach J-1 
monitoring plan could be used as a model. 

 X X X  X X Access road should have culverts at both the north and south ends.  

 X X X  X X Hauled in material should be looked at to avoid impacts from adjacent 
borrow.   

X    X   
Request State of Louisiana dedicate $100 million of the recently 
provided Coastal Impact Assistance Monies to the Construction of the 
HNC lock project. 

  X X  X X Any increase or decrease in water levels during growing season 
  X X  X X Any increase in water levels during the winter months  

 X X X  X  
Any material excavated should be used to form hydrological barrier 
along the HNC to protect adjacent properties from adverse flooding and 
water conditions.  

 X X     Right of Way agreements along HNC retain ownership to water 
bottoms, spoil, spoil disposal sites and their future uses etc.  
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How to comment on this scoping document: 
Anyone interested in commenting on the scope of the proposed project and the draft EIS as outlined in this 
document is encouraged to contact Mr. Nathan Dayan, Environmental Manager, Ecological Planning & 
Restoration Section in one of the following ways: 
 
Mail: 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
New Orleans District 
ATTN:  Nathan Dayan, PM-RS 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 
 
E-mail: Nathan.S.Dayan@usace.army.mil 
Phone: 504-862-2530 
Fax: 504-862-2088 


